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39: Spring 


Fox’s plan had scared off the poachers for the 


time being. The ice had now melted and 
nearly all the snow had gone. 


pe 


During the winter the animals had organized 
raids on the nearby town so none of them had 
starved during the snowy weather. Owl flew 
in carrying a lettuce. 


She dropped it beside Mr Rabbit who 
chomped away on it hungrily. “I saw some 


carrots, would you like them, too?” she asked. 


Owl flew back into town. She knocked over a 
dustbin and picked out some carrots. 


“Now my mate’s carrying young we need more 
food than ever,” said Mr Rabbit. “I’m the one 
carrying young, not you,” said Mrs Rabbit, 
pushing her husband away from the food. 


Whistler flew in 
carrying a fish. 
Fox greeted him. 


“Spring has come and 
the ground is green 
again. I think we 
could stop the 
food raids 

now,” he said. 


Whistler flew to the pond to tell Speedy 
and Kestrel that the food raids had 
been called off. 


“I suppose we should tell Owl,” said Kestrel. 
“Why should we,” said Speedy. “She is such a 
know-all. Let her find out for herself.” , 


The hares 

arrived. “It’s your 

wife who is in 

agony, not you!” 
| 


3¢\ said Mrs Hare. 


Ta 


“Yes, but I’m so 

sensitive I feel 
= every twinge,” 

Fox was passing the Rabbits’ burrow one day said Mr Rabbit, 

when he found Mr Rabbit rolling in agony. fainting. 

“What’s up?” he asked. “My mate’s having 

babies,” he groaned. “It’s agony!” 


weg 


Owl continued 

to raid the bins 
and collect food 
for the animals. 


One day Badger 
spotted her. “Why 
are you doing this?” 
he asked her. “Fox 
cancelled the air 
raids ages ago.” 


Mrs Rabbit came out of the burrow. 
“What's all the fuss about?” she asked, 
pushing her husband away. “Have you 
come to see my babies?” 


Owl was so hurt 
she flew to the 
boundary and 
perched. She 
spotted a poacher 


ee v coming into the Park. “I suppose 
oe.) Te & Mee. | I should tell Fox,” thought Owl. 
— fee TER Sy, 8 os ee “But I can’t face him.” 


“What!” said Owl. “No-one told me. Well it 
seems I am the last to know. I suppose I am 
the only one to keep the Oath, too.” 

She wandered off, sadly. 


we 


Sr * 


A few moments later there was a shot and 
the Blue fox lay dead. The poacher went 
over to check his kill. 


Deep in the forest Weasel was trying to 
hide from everyone. A young Blue fox 
ran past her. 


Owl heard the shot from her perch. “Oh no! 
What did I doooo,” she cried. 


Next week: Who’s to blame? 
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66Hello there, from one of White Deer Park's night 
creatures. I'm called Eyed hawkmoth. I'm one of the 
many moths that fly round the woods and 
gardens of Britain and Ireland at night. 
You'd be surprised how many different 
kinds of moths there are. My family, the 
hawkmoths, have thick, furry bodies with 
narrow, pointed forewings. Our colouring 
helps to camouflage us when we're resting 
during the daytime. But what about 
my bright eyes? Well, | only show 
them when | need to frighten away 
nosey birds.99 


We find our partners through smell. We use 
our feathery feelers, called antennae, to pick 
up the smell given off by females. After mating, 
the female lays her eggs on the plants that the 
caterpillars need as soon as they hatch out. 
Our caterpillars feed hungrily, almost always 
upside down, but we adults do not feed at all. 
Most other adult moths do, using their long 
proboscis to suck up nectar from flowers. 


120,000 different 
have 
kinds of moths 
already been found in the 


and naturalists are 
w ones. 


Ove 


world 
still discovering ne 


FOOLING THE BIRDS 


Hawkmoth caterpillars are well 
camouflaged, too. The lighter diagonal 
stripes on the sides of Eyed hawkmoths look 
like the undersides of the leaves in the apple 
and sallow trees where we feed. Most 
hawkmoth caterpillars have a horn at the 
hind end which looks like a leaf stem. 


Like most moths, | look rather dull when I'm 
at rest. This helps me to blend in with my 
surroundings. It’s quite difficult to pick me 
out against the tree trunk, isn’t it? 


After three or four months of feeding, our 
| caterpillars are ready to pupate. They 
burrow into the soil and make a silk-lined 

chamber where they spend the winter. 


But if a bird does discover me, | have a special trick See Nar ey lia a Other moths spin their silk cocoons above 
|| which can save me frol.. oeing eaten: | flick my BY : Og z I< the ground, on their food plants. 
| forewings forwards so that two big, dark circles, which Tw 7 aa Here you can see an adult Poplar moth 


that has just broken out of its underground 

pupal case, pushed up through the soil and 
climbed on to a plant stem to dry its wings. 

We Eyed hawkmoths do the same and have 
to warm up before we can fly. 


look like the eyes of a cat or an owl, appear on my 4 
hindwings. At the same time | heave my body up and f fl 
down. That is usually enough to scare off any bird. 


All About... 


Shapes and markings 


66Although most moths are night fliers and are 
dull coloured there are plenty of unusual ones, 
* too. Have you ever seen any of these?99 


FURRY FLIER 

The adult Puss moth is so furry that when you see 
it face-on, it looks a bit like a cat. Puss moth eggs 
are laid on the upper side of the leaves of poplar 
and aspen trees. They are dark red and about 1mm 
across. The caterpillar is black with two thin hind 
legs which it waves about in the air if it’s disturbed. 


GAUDY SIGNALS 
The brown and white patterns of 
the forewings and the 
black-spotted orange hindwings 
make the Garden tiger moth easy 
to spot. With this gaudy colouring, 
the moth is signalling a warning to 
birds not to touch it. It contains 
various poisons which would 
make a small insect-eating bird ill. 
Although Cinnabar moths (below) 
are out mainly at night you can 


WASPY DISGUISE 
With its transparent wings, slim, stripey body 
and reddish orange legs, this daytime moth is 
shaped and coloured just like a hornet wasp. 
Predators don’t usually touch the stinging 
hornet so by mimicking it, the Hornet moth 
protects itself. It even flies like a hornet. 


LOBSTER IN A TREE 
The adult Lobster moth is a typical plain 


brownish grey moth but its caterpillar is an see them feeding on ragwort DAY FLIERS 
extraordinary shape. When it emerges from the plants during the day. Like the You might have seen one of these brightly 
egg it looks like an ant but it changes shape as Garden tiger moth, the Cinnabar’s coloured Six-spot Burnet moths in a grassy 
it grows. By the time it is fully grown it looks bright colouring warns birds place on a warm summer's day. Burnets fly 
remarkably like a lobster. Its upturned tail, that it tastes horrible. during the day. Their antennae are slightly 


which ends in claspers, is shaped like pincers. thicker at the tip, rather like a butterfly’s. 


They fly slowly and only for short distances. 


Bi 


Like many moths, Burnets have a special 
bristle, called a frenulum, on the underside 
of the hindwing. The moths can lock the 
hind and forewings together by catching 
this bristle in a hook on the underside of 
the forewing, with both wings 

beating together atthe == —-___ 
same time. This is ie 

specially useful 

for moths that / ee 
fly for great / J a 
distances, like 
the Privet 
hawkmoth. 


ESCAPING FROM ENEMIES 
Many moths have ears hidden 
under the furry body scales. The 
sounds they can pick up best are 
high-pitched ones. This means they 
can hear the ultrasonic squeaks 
made by their most dangerous 
night-time enemies — bats. 

If it is quick, a moth can escape 
from a hunting bat by closing its 
wings and dropping to the ground, 
like a stone. It can also fly ina 
loop or zigzag, making it more 
difficult for the bat to follow it. 


ar ee 


Lots of you have sent in messages and 

letters using the secret code in issue 30. 

See if you can work out this coded joke 

sent in by Amy Simpson, aged 8. 
SHAY #A> -AY +0) 
ALP fF BOAL +? 


re, aged 9 


7 wan Moo 
A #uxeo A/A XAAOX. 
Joan What do rooks carry 
things in? 
pyes-yoo! 


Oliver Bird, aged 6 


i 
ae 


The thing that 
Is Squirrel’s ma 


Laura Edwards, aged 8 


You're so sWeet 
UF ti 2 
f You have not tiny feet. 


Katie Squires, aged 8 


Daniel Lay, aged 5 


See if you can work out these loopy 
book titles sent in by Jeanette Irwin. 


Gunfire Long W: 
by R. Tillery by Miss Bae 


What do you call 4 sheep 
that's just been sheared? 


, “deays 4oejga eq ‘a eg 


Caroline Whitaker, aged 10 


Kelvin Coleman, aged 6 


SUNRISE 

The grass was wet 

And Owl did not stir, 

Fox and Mole were still asleep, 
Smothered in thick fur. 


Badger came back in 

To avoid the morning sun, 
Pheasant was dreaming 

Of his poor wife and the gun. 


Adder’s tail flickered 

As she thought of mice and voles, 
Soon, Weasel’s head appeared 
Out of a tiny hole. 


The cockerel crew, 

While Kestrel flew 

And landed on a tree, 

Where three big, bushy tails appeared 
And wriggled about with glee. 


Mr Hare got out of bed 

And looked into the skies, 

While all the other animals stared 
As they watched the sun rise. 


Kimberley Hill, aged 11 


The Haunted ays 


oy Huge First 


What's the difference 
between Stoat and Weasel? 


Edele Lightfoot, aged 7 


49J0HI Aljepoys 
5! 4801S pue paziuboga, 
Aliseam s) [eseay 


Samantha Readman, aged 7 


FREE FARTHING WOOD POSTER 
Remove carefully from your magazine. 
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- 66 What a noisy and smelly place this 

_rubbish dump is. All day long dustbin lorries 
drive in to drop their load of household junk 
and trash. Birds make a racket as each new 
load is dumped and many insects explore the 
mounds of waste. The place is surprisingly 
colourful with bright plastic and cardboard —- 

not to mention various plants growing in and 


¢ 


Secret World of. 4 a 


. RUBBISH DUMP 


around the rubbish. When it gets dark 
and quieter, I'll have a sniff around. 
There's sure to be something to eat.99 


Vixen’s Challenge: how many 
gulls are gorging themselves 
on the heaps of waste 

and garbage? 


The Herring gull’s loud keeow 
call is a familiar sound in harbours 
and seaside towns. You'll also hear 
it at rubbish dumps where gulls 
often squabble over the choicest 
scraps. An adult is shown here with a 
The Flesh fly is a kind of speckled brown juvenile. 
blow fly which soaks up 
liquids with a mop-like 
mouth. This Flesh fly is [ { 
red-eyed with large feet. eR, 
The House cricket is a 
tropical insect used to 
the warm climate of 
Asia and N Africa. In 
summer you can find it on Britain’s 
rubbish dumps because the rotting 
stuff makes heat. 


Oxford ragwort was 

brought to England from 

the volcanic slopes of 

Mount Etna, Sicily and 
started to grow on old 

walls in Oxford. In the 19th 
century it spread with help . “\ | 
from steam trains. The + 
plant’s parachute seeds 

were probably carried 

away as the trains whizzed 
by. The cinders and ash 
along the railway suited 

its natural habitat. 


The Cinnabar 

moth caterpillar is 

bright yellow with black rings. 

In June groups of Cinnabar caterpillars 
feed together on ragworts. 


Brown rats are never far when there’s 
garbage galore to investigate. They 
don’t show themselves very 

often as they usually feed at 

night. In some towns there are 


Common cockroaches more rats than people! 


don’t fly but they sure can 
run. They normally come out 
at night and hide in cracks .~ 
during the day. This female 
cockroach is carrying a 
pink egg capsule. 
Common groundsel’s 
Sunflowers sometimes grow on small yellow flowers add 
tips. Many striped sunflower colour to waste ground and 
seeds end up on the _ tips all year round. The 
rubbish with the mess seed heads are crammed 
from cleaned out with fluffy parachutes 
budgie and gerbil which are blown off ina 
cages. Sunflowers breeze. 
can grow up to 
3m tall. 


There are nineteen squawking 
Herring gulls feasting on the filth 
and rubbish of the dump. 


Discovering Nature 


Easter is celebrated all over the world. 
For some it is a time to remember the 
story of how Jesus died on the cross 
and came back to life again. For others 
it is a festival which celebrates the return 
of spring each year. Eggs, chicks and hares 
are all springtime symbols of Easter. 


HAPPY 
EASTER 


HARES GALORE 


You will need: brown paper 6 x 60cm, 
scissors, pencil, glue, ruler. 


| Measure and make a pencil mark every 6cm along the top 
edge of the paper. Mark the bottom edge in the same way. 
Draw faint lines between the top and bottom marks. 


Q Fold the paper along the 3 Copy the outline of Hare 
first line. Then fold it the on to the top fold. Holding 
opposite way on the next, the folds together, cut 

and so on until you reach round Hare. Do not cut 

the other end. along the dotted lines. 


a Open out the paper to reveal a string of Hares! 
Hang them up along a mantelpiece or shelf. 


The first chocolate 
eggs were ma e 
in France (" 


POMPOM PETS 
Have a go at making some chick 
and rabbit pompoms for Easter. 
Look back to Discovering Nature 
issue 3 to see how to make them. 


You will need: 

200g cooking chocolate, 
four shredded wheat, paper 
cake cases, spoon, bowl, 
pan, sugar-coated eggs. 


_ BIRDS’ NESTS 


Make these delicious cakes for 
an Easter treat. 


Pal 


NUT ria ii dd! ai 
2 spoon the mixture into the Gk says 


of Ask an adult to 
help you melt the 
chocolate. 


paper cake cases, making a dent 


q Melt 200g cooking chocolate in ee. 


KGb* in the middle of yee aa, nest. 
a 
bowl over a pan of simmering water. ZS : = (ie Oo ta 
Take the pan off the heat and stir in << 


four crushed shredded wheat. Mf, 


3 Press three be. le eggs 


tre 
\ | in each nest. Leave them to set for 
| | | Ih a couple of hours. 


POP-UP CHICK 


Tom Steele, aged 8, from Coventry sent in a great card You will need: 
of Mr Pheasant with a pop-up mouth, so I’ve used his _ two pieces of paper, one yellow one red each 
idea to make a pop-up Easter chick card. Thanks Tom. 30 x 20cm, scissors, felt tips, ruler, glue. 


ii 


r Me 
Me <r 


3 Open the paper a and pull the 
triangle sections towards you. Fold 
the paper in half again, this time with 
both triangles tucked inside. 


Q Fold one half of the paper 
down from the slit to make a 
triangle. Fold the other half up to 
make another triangle. 


q Fold two pieces of paper in half 
widthways. Cut a 6cm slit across the 
yellow sheet from the middle of the fold. 


a Open out the red paper and write ‘HAPPY 
EASTER’ across the middle of it. Spread glue 
over the outside of the yellow paper. Stick the 
red paper to the yellow. Wait a few minutes for 
the glue to set. 


§ When you open your card, the triangle 
sections bend forward to make a big beak! 
Draw a picture of a chick’s head round the 
mouth or use paper scraps to finish your card 


\ 


es IT’S A CRACKER 

Some countries play a game called 
‘egg-shackling’ at Easter. One person 
holds an egg, pointed end out, while 
another tries to crack it with the 
pointed end of another egg. 


YOUR GOOD HEALTH 
y In Germany there is a saying that an 
egg laid on Good Friday will last for 
a hundred years. But if you eat it at 
once it will make you very healthy! 


EGG ROLL 

In the United States, 
over 10,000 eggs 
are rolled down a 
slope in the gardens 
of the White House (the 
President’s home) to 
celebrate Easter. It is the 
only day of the year the 


Dri "EM HIGH © public are allowed to walk ¢,_> 


Gilt Qo 's ore on the lawns. ah le ae 
gs eaten in Britain in just. 


ne year 


sta n SP = N Cae r 
top of = LP b = 
would be mi nigh , 


than Mount Everest! 
ay 


LD 
ROLL UP, ROLL UP 


Egg rolling is a traditional game 
played at Easter. Several people roll 
eggs down a slope and the first one 
to reach the bottom without cracking 
wins. Here is a slightly different 
version for you to try. 


You will need: 
painted or coloured 
hard-boiled eggs, shoe box, 
card, scissors, felt tips. 


ee OT 


q Cut a Humpty Dumpty shape 
from thin card and colour him in. 


2 Cut three doorways, | 


just large enough for an 
egg to fit through 
sideways, in one side of 
the shoe box. Colour the 
shoe box to look like a 
brick wall. 


3 Stick Humpty Dumpty on top of the box. Put the 
shoe box at the bottom of a small hill or slope. Have a 
competition with your friends to see who can roll the 
most eggs through the holes in the ‘wall’. 


FASCINATING FACTS + FA 


GRIPPING 


Grippers are useful things — without 
hands, feet and teeth, animals 
wouldn’t be able to hang around in 
trees or pick things up. But have 
you ever heard of a bird that could 
grip with its wings? 


AA TIGHT SQUEEZE 


While some snakes kill with poison, others 


just give a little squeeze. This Anaconda | 

; ae : : oosen 
is coiling itself round a struggling Caiman . 
(a type of crocodile). It slowly tightens its your grip. 


grip until its prey can no longer breathe, 
and dies. 


‘vv REAR ADMIRABLE 

The Kinkajou lives in the tropical 
forests of Mexico and Brazil, 
where it spends all of its time just 
hanging around. It clutches the 
branches with its tail and toes, 
which are joined together by 
flaps of skin. : 


ASLIPPERY GRIP 

Having wooed a mate, Edible frog is 
clinging on to her back using special 
pads between his fingers. He gets a 
piggyback ride through the weeds until 
the female is ready to lay her eggs. 


: Which other types of snake 
squeeze their prey to death? 


*seog pue suoyyAd 


A HANGING ROCK 
Rather him than me. This 
freestyle rock climber is 
so fit, he can hang from 
cliffs using the strength 
of just one hand! He 
doesn’t even have a 
safety rope to save him 
should he fall. 


WING CLINGER 
Living in the rocky 
gorges and cliffs of the 
Alps and Himalayas, the 
Wallcreeper needs to be 
a deft rock climber. It 
uses its wings to get a 
grip when climbing up 
and down mountains, 
looking for insects. 

It has even been known 
to scale the heights of 
castle walls and 
cathedrals. 


uaa <O Ry 


4. LONG ARM OF THE LAR 
Being tail-less, the Lar gibbon from 
Asia relies on its long arms and hands 
to move through the tree tops. Its 
fingers are hooked and its thumb is 
halfway down its hand so that it can 
grip branches more easily. 


GENTLE GRIP ¥ 

If her den is disturbed, a lioness has to 
find a new place to house her cubs. 
She carefully picks up each cub by the 
scruff of its neck and carries it toa 
new home. The cub doesn’t struggle 
because it knows it’s in safe jaws. 


ANS UN ge RE PEERT tM 


"The Portuguese man-o’- 
war shoots poisonous 
hooks into passing fish, 
paralysing and trapping its 

ef victim at the same time. It 
then uses its tentacles to 
draw the fish to its mouth. 
The striped Portuguese 
man-o’-war fish, however, 
feeds off crumbs under the 
protection of the tentacles, 
but never gets stung. 
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HUNT THE EGGS 
Look for 10 Easter eggs ANI 
1 An Easter bonne 

2A hen god her chic 


Peta ae 
Later, after a breakfast of hot cross buns, the 


Mrs Rabbit got up early on Easter morning. She 
al ir BE EAGTEN took a basket of Easter eggs and crawled out young Rabbits rushed out of the burrow. Many 
® of the burrow. The sun had risen and the birds animals from White Deer Park had gathered 
together to take part in the big Easter egg hunt. 


were singing — it was going to be a pleasant 3 
“Come on!” they shouted to each other. 


ng 
“4 day. She hummed to herself as she found a ; mM c ; 
yh place to hide each Easter egg. When she’d ‘Let’s see if we can find all the Easter eggs.” 

ini Can you? 


finished, she bounced back home. 


wA7, 


The young Rabbits searched and searched. ‘ 
When they felt that there were no more eggs to 
be found, the young Rabbits sat down and 
finished the lot — and I’m afraid that the littlest 
Rabbit had to be taken home feeling rather ill. 


Puzzle it ouf == 


EGGXACT WORDS S 
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missing words 
/ on the Easter 
eggs to change 
HUNT into FIND. CATCH A LAUGH 

You'll need a ball for this game. One 

person throws and the others stand 
Clues round. The thrower throws the ball at 
one of the players who catches it and 
sends it back. Everyone keeps 
laughing while the ball is out of the 
thrower’s hands and stops when the 
thrower is holding it. Anyone who 
laughs out of turn changes places 


2 The flavour of with the thrower. : 


chewing gum 
and Polos. 


|} 1 Another word i 
for “clue”. ’ 


3 Where coal 
_ is found. 


4 An alcoholic 
drink made from 
grapes. 


oy 


COPYCAT repeats this facing the third player, and so on 

Seat all the players in a circle. The first player —_until it’s gone round the circle. The second player 
turns to the person next to him or her and tries starts the next round with a new action which is 
to make them laugh by doing something silly, then passed round. Anyone who laughs or speaks 
such as pulling a face. Then the second player is out and the last person left is the winner. 


COUNT THE EGGS 
How many eggs are 
in the basket? 
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